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SECRET
MRMORANDUM ON THE FRISONERS OF WAR 81TLL HRID IN YUGOSLAVIA ‘

The Austrian and Gorman press and radio have reoontly informed
the public that the repatriation of prisoners of war from Yugoslavia
has been practically comploted, and thab there are only & few
stragglers loft in Yugoslaviae This news dispatoh oven had a somie
offioial character, However, the truth is quite differente

/ There are indecd some prisoners of war in Yugoslavia who are
siok and physically unfit for gransporse There is also undoubtedly & !
1imited number of skilled workers who cooupy koy positicns in the
Yugoslaw indusiry and economy and who are being retained, more or
less against their wille But besides thoso, there is a group of
prisoners of war, pumbering at least one thousand, whose fate oamot
be dismissed by labeling thea "Just & fow stragglers”, for thers are
more then "Jjust o few" close relatives waiting for their returne

Why are these men being held? The Yugoslavs will probably not
bring up this question themselves, end will answer any inquiries by
pointing out that these men are either suspects or witnesses in
investigations or war orimes trials, This exmplanation is a liee

It would be beside the point, and should also better be left
for a later and more suitable time, to disouss the Yugoslav methods
of jurisprudence in regard to the question of wer orimes and to drew
goncluzicone from this digcussione However, tne foilowing faols
should be listed to prove the olaim that the Yugoslav explanation for
the holding of thess prisoners of war is a lies

1) Bven one of the first major war oriminals! trials at Belgrade
nade use of definitely rehoarsed witnessose For instance, one of the
witnesses was & blind man, who, without even stopping %o think, oould
tell the exsot number of hand grenades which were thrown at him
simultaneously, although he had already lost his sight when this
incident ooourred. At the asme trial, another witness was able to
jdentify one of the defendents at first glance, although he had seen

hime-acoording to his omn Hestimony=-=only once before, five years
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before the trial, and in the dark and at a oonsiderable diatance,
at thate (Thouo datin oan be cheoked by roading the acocounts of the
trial againsy Oolonel-Genoral Loohr in "Borba", for the Yugoslavs a
100=porcent reliable source)e This 4rial took place in or about
Fobruary 1947. ’

2) After s fow publio trials had been hem.ﬁugoumh rofused
to oonduot the other war oriminals! trials in publie, although this
muat have been a di £fiould deoision to make, aineo they had Yo forego
the propaganda offect of those trials abroad and at homes However,
1# one exanines the testimony nentioned above, it is not surprising
that the Yugoslavs themselvod Were no longor oonvinoed of the effeo-
tiveness of such trialse

1£ guoh moens hed to be employed even during the first trials in
order %o establish the guilt of the defendants, it beoomes quite olear
that those still held today as war oriminals ore anything bub war
oriminalse Another indication of this is the fact that most of these
men have not yet been given & hearing, or if thoy have, the interro=
gation was not concernsd with their om affairse In reality, *hese
men have not been releised because they are persons who, beoause of
thoir social status or their political opinions, are disliked by the
Communistse

o= this weason more than one thoussnd men are held in oaptivity
and meny thousands of thelr femily members are left toworry end
wonder sbout their fate, And all this ig done in the name of en
1deology whioh has the tomerity to proolaim that all existing phrases
oonoerning human rights, fresdom, and whatever other ideals there
msy be, are tkeir omn inventions, whereas their real ideology is
nothing but olass struggle and olass hatred to the point of
annihilatione

How these thousand men are treated now ia not known, It is
imown, however, how the prisoners at Camp 227 at Zrenjanin were
treated C.‘S:f 18 January 1949, and it is known that most of the
prisoners still being held were taken theroe A thorough discussion
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of the ommp and its methods would go toe fary but & fow randon fecte
should suffice to show its oharsoters )

No Red Cross representative or any other hnlp vishtor has over
been Yo Camp 227.  All requests by outsiders % visis oy 4 {nsport
the pt’ump have Leen turnod down so fare This is quite understaadadle
when it is remembered that the following inoSdemts hawe ssomrved theres

1) Cemp 227 has no sewer syostems For Ahis reasen, the se0epo0d)
hao to be omptied almost daily, Two Priconers were always detalled for
thin Jobs Thoy had to load tho coutents of the essspos] em & sarriege
sultable for this purpose and onpty it, undor guard, ewtsida of the
oarpe Somobime during the summer or fall of 1547 a cwmp swperviscr
oane Yo the oompany of prisoncrs detailed to thig Jobe Waem tha two
prisoners, who, as usual, had boon pioked provicaly for the detall,
reported, he turaed them down end, after . shord Soarek, selested the
Lutheran Bishop of Draunsohweig as the only mam for the detatl, (The
Blehop of Braunsohweig, Dr. Johnaon, was captured as a T800rve offioer,
It is worth noting-=quite sside from the indignity of e eatire
affaire=that ho fulfilled his military service as & Josvrankiag of fieer
in v gubordinate post smd still wound up in a speslsld QQ.) %e sever
returned from this detail, The next days his compmmy srd 4he whele ocenp
were told that he had beon ghot erysng to cscapa®s That 15 & 1le,

The truth snould mot bo difeiguld %o guesdg howevere Bishep Iy,
Johnzon alvwaye spoke openly againat the materialietio 1desloglien, maf
had been prohibited from holding speochos end giving sermony gt the
oamp quite some time prior to his murder, Beowsne o2 am 01d leg 1ajury,
he oould walk only with diffioully, ueing a oanes $he Commandep of
Camp 227, Capte X1lja Crnoovic, guroly should kngw who aurdered the
Bishop and whye |

2) On 22 May 1948 /8107 Genoral Carharé Rwshwe Wes cleaning uq
mess kit noer the window when he wes shot down 38 browsd a2 A8 withe
oul warning by a rifle fired into his roam, e Tugealavy later prated
that Rushue had been signaling from his windews mnﬁ“\h whem? The
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@ue rasaing for ¥is nurder moy becoms move ir 5o 1e
cvneldored that Rushne spent only the last five dayw of the wer In
Tasoelavia, and thus did not 61:1 have time Ve bessme g suapest t¢
the Tugoslave,

1% need 208 oven e mantioned that in & omp Whels WuRaTs Wre
part of tho‘;'p'ro;“w.. hunger and boatings nlso play & rolwe Nawwwr,
the faoh that thers was mo physioian at all im the cwsp for mamthy and
nonthsy and that a medloa) studext who oisply 414 mok know saomgh
abtout nediolne s do sny good worked ae & Ydoatoe™ £ur swewral mouthe,
DAY surely e descrided as attempted maders AV $h0 wane time, maxy
physiolans who wore prisouers of war were dalng veed, against Sheiy
owa willy to treat the olvilim populatione

Cazp 227 was not the only ono of ite kind, Thore was, and
porhaps still tu, a Camp 209, near w;; Mo knows vhal went on
there?

That Ls to happea now! M4 Firss, the pudlie must de told the
truth about tha repatriaticn of prisonors from Tugoslevia Delng -
"preoticslly oongluded®s Ihen the names of al) shose #t1l1 held
should be ostadlisheds IN should also bo tho duly of those repatrie
stod, s conrsdes-inearns, to uup,!:r tho ‘negesrary faotual data,
wiioh could de prum in ordof to mh the Yugoslars relcase oash
and evory coe of these men, It il hoped that the suthorities will
nod arirk thoir auty tovard ci.uuna of their cowmtries ty elaiming
these 14n were War orininals or suspestes IS should be reiterated
that the man st11l held a2 prieonerz i Tugoslavia are not sur
oriminalae

The tine mist come evextually ¥hen sush esaveatlonv, especielly
vhon they do not come froiromblo souress, will no longer serwe as
a good Tonsam $8 Tefuse %0 Wdgteke axy offioled asticn, a» loug as
such soousstiens spalnat Austrim od Germe eftisens huve not beem
provode ‘

And even Lf Augtrian and Gorman govermument authorities do not
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themselves have the neceseary foroe %o bring to bear on Belgrade,
they are elill in a position %o oolloot the necessary data walch
oould beaome dooumentary evidenos in tie hands of the Weatern Powerd.
The Western Powers, the United Bhates, the UK und ite affiliated
orgenisations oan thon show whether tley, too, only talk of Juatlioo
end humanity, or whether the time has finally arrived in whioh human
1ives, oven though they are "only" bti¢ lives of Germans and Austrians,
are no loakor just small ltemo of borpeining betwoon East and Woote
To utrengthen these olatomenis, 14 should de mentioned thet not

only did these murders of prisoners of war in Yugoalavias whieh vomo
oited here coour, but that it oan bo gafoly seid that eash repatriute
from Yuroslavie wan the eyewltinoss of ab loast one promediteted
uurdere If to this in added the numbar of those who died from illness
due to the irhumen trouimont accorded the.. by ihe Yugoslavs, (the
aunber of theso deaths amounts to at least 25 perosnt of all those

‘ offiolally omplured by the Yugosluvi), the resuly is o ploture of

| horror whio}g-m oannot ignore if wo atill insist on being called

human beingee

I personally am willing to swear to the truth of all statements
nade here and to give further extensive information :& the treatment
of prigoners of war in Tugoslavia, if such information is requestade
T4 should not be belioved that theso thinge can be ignored with a
sympathetic strug of the shoulderse Ng’one who has not beon a prisuer -

in a Communiat oountry lmows that the fate of thess msn lae

i
;w?-"
43
3
e

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/03/07 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100050043-9

P,



